Note: Petroff, while a student at Toronto's Central Technical School, was an active member in the Toronto branch of the Artist's Union which was attempting to organize commercial artists in the city. The union was active in bargaining for the 44 hour work week, job security, an end to bargaining-out and rental fees for work in gallery exhibitions.
Organizing in the 1930s
Miller Brittain The painting was first exhibited at the 1944 British Columbia at Work organized by the Vancouver Labor Arts Guild, at the Vancouver Art Gallery. The Labor Arts Guild which sought 'to bring Art, Labor and the community into closer understanding and unity,' had been organized by John Goss and Julia Christenson, in association with unions like the Boilermakers and the International Woodworkers of America. They ran a wide range of art classes, dance, musical and theatrical events and children's activities. The organization was to flounder after the war, partially due to an organized McCarthite smear campaign against Goss and Christenson and the lack of support from the artistic community, once the cohesive focus of the war effort had come to an end. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, the CSU was in the midst of a major struggle with the Great Lakes shipowners, assisted by the Canadian government and Hal Banks of the Seafarer's International Union (SIU). 
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